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Critical raw materials

Critical raw materials (CRMs) are materials that are important to an economy and that are, or could
become difficult to get hold of The list of CRMs that is most relevant to the UK currentliésBuropean
Commissioris 2017 list, which contains 27 materials that are ‘criticalue to their high economic
importance combined with high spply risk for the European economRM lists also cabe determined
at national, regional andsectoral level
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. a lack of adopted design principles for circularity that will enable costeffective upgrade, repair,
remanufacturing and disassembly for rase and recycling of product componestand products;

. a lack of economic models and digital data solutions that connect collection facilities with
re-usefrecycling infrastructure and thgroducers that could use secondary components or materials;
. a lack of the ability to identify where the CRMs are present in components and products and
the need forglobally harmonisedreparting and labellingmethods to facilitate this;

. a lack of criticainfrastructure
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Contact

The Royal Society of Chemistry would be happy to discuss any of the issues raised in our statement in
more detail. Any questions should be directed to policy@rsc.org
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