
  

1 
© Royal Society of Chemistry 2019. Registered charity number 207890. 

Policy 
Position 



 

2 
 © Royal Society of Chemistry 2019. Registered charity number 207890. 

Critical raw materials  

Critical raw materials (CRMs) are materials that are important to an economy and that are, or could 
become difficult to get hold of. The list of CRMs that is most relevant to the UK currently is the European 
Commission’s 2017 list1, which contains 27 materials that are ‘critical’ due to their high economic 
importance combined with high supply risk for the European economy. CRM lists also can be determined 
at national, regional and sectoral level 

http://creamnetwork.org.uk/
http://creamnetwork.org.uk/
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• a lack of adopted design principles for circularity that will enable cost-effective upgrade, repair, 
remanufacturing and disassembly for re-use and recycling of product components and products; 
• a lack of economic models and digital data solutions that connect collection facilities with 
re-use/recycling infrastructure and the producers that could use secondary components or materials; 
• a lack of the ability to identify where the CRMs are present in components and products and 
the need for globally harmonised reporting and labelling methods to facilitate this; 
• a lack of critical infrastructure 
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Contact 

The Royal Society of Chemistry would be happy to discuss any of the issues raised in our statement in 
more detail. Any questions should be directed to policy@rsc.org. 

About us 

mailto:policy@rsc.org
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52017DC0490
https://datasciencecampus.github.io/projects/DSC-69-National-Materials-Datahub/
https://ec.europa.eu/jrc/en/news/scoreboard-depicts-state-play-raw-materials-eu
http://www.wrap.org.uk/sustainable-electricals/esap/re-use-and-recycling/report/weee-market-flow-model-and-report
https://www.rsc.org/campaigning-outreach/campaigning/saving-precious-elements/elements-in-danger/#undefined
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/69403/pb13530-waste-hierarchy-guidance.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/resources-and-waste-strategy-for-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/industrial-strategy-the-grand-challenges
https://www.green-alliance.org.uk/ecodesign_products.php
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52015DC0614
https://www.cenelec.eu/dyn/www/f?p=104:110:2393082039955701::::FSP_ORG_ID,FSP_PROJECT,FSP_LANG_ID:2240017,65687,25
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX:32009L0125
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